THE Central Yntellizence
Ageney is under five apain,
this time aceused of engag:
ing in the hexroin trafic, Jie-
spite ow professed dedica-
tion to fact, wi Amcricany
are not tnmune to mythol-
ogly. Whure the CYA is con-
corued, we swallow almost
aaything,

Yor example, large num-
hers of Americuns still be-
lieve the CLA encompassed
the death of John Keuucdy.
fhe accusation wused to
muke Robert Kennedy al-
‘mnst physically ill, hut he
wus. never able to scoich it,
and you can stilf hem it
whispered by those whose
winds rau to things that go
“woosh! in the night”

The myth that the CIA i
responsibie  for the vast
quaatities of hevein which
enier this country prohahly
hie @ similar  goblinlike
ovizin, When tragedy hits us
we  scarch for o enlpuil
Sinee World War 717, the
CIA has heeu atk hand,

thlike the deatlot-Ren-
nedy inyth, to whicht no aw-
thov or scholar over gave
eredonee, the herein myth
has now fowd respectahle
sippport. It a new  hook,
“rhe Politles of Hevoin in
Southeast  Asia a youuy
- Vade ghident and antiwar ac-
Ctivist  named  Abfved W
MeCoy  stpigests  that

the -

NONE/UNKNOWN

WASHINGTON POST

19 September 72

Tom Brailen

A b, et s =S b

Aecew -\amms %WM Amlmd @EA

heroin tragedy in the uation
is the fault_ of the CIA.

“AMBRICAN  diplomats
and sceret agents have been
involved in the narcotics
traffic ot three levely” he
writes.  “(]) Coincidental
complicity by allylng with
group® actively engaged in
the druy traffic; (2) abetting
the traffic by covering up
for known heroin traffick.
ers; (3) active engagement
in the traffic of opium and

-heroin. 1t is ironie,” he adds,

“that  Awcerica’s  heroin
plegue is of its own mak-
ing." -
It ¥ may adopt My, Wec-
Coy’s style for a moment, X
should like to be permitted
the following comment:
Sowe Americans who wani
to chauye the policy in Viet-
nin endanger their effort
on three levels: (1) They at-
{ribute ovil to those who are
cau ving out the policy. (2)
As evidenee of the evil, they
nfrm the policy. To say the
CIA moved coriain farmovs
1o get thew off thé¢ batlle-
fieted and that the fariners
were joreed to raise opium
in ovder to cat is cvidence

that the CIA, like the Amey-

ican Aviny, is engaged in the
wav, 36 that's all it iz Nor
is it good enough to accvse
au ageney oi the WL, pov-
crmaent with ingporting her-

oin by evidence suk as

“Chinese merchant: veport”

or ‘“according o several
sources.” (3) They thus. con-

iribute to the making of a

dungerous myth,

In dismissing Mr, Ivlc(,oy:, .

chavges it is important to

admit guilt by association;
Opium has always been a .
‘product of Svutheast Asia,

The presence of U.S, trovps
has
Therefore it is highly likely

* that the CIA, as well a8 the
American Army, has from,

time to time gained inforna-
tion or given support to i
dividuals or groups who
were drug traffickers. More-
over, there are tines when
deuling with drug iratfick-
ers may be excusable. If the
man  kuows

refuse to learn from him be-
cause you lowow he beats his
children,

It is also pmbably itue
that individuals employed
by the CIA have been guilty

of transporting heroin, just

as soldiers in the 7.3, Army
have been guilty, Would Mr,
MeCaoy therefore conclude
that the 0.8. Army is ac-
tively ongaged in the teans.
port of oplum and hevoin?
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jnereased ity value. .

where the -
enemy is hiding, you don't

who 1 caught ir.lt’ﬁckmg in
drugs, and that the use of
drugs by .agency personnel
is also eausc for immediate :
dismissal, CIA's policy on
drugs is far more severe
than that of the Avmy. More-
over, Ielms und the agency
are deeply engaged in an
effort to spot the sources

- of heroin and identity the

traffickers, )
But saymg this will proha- .
bly not satisfy the mythmak-
ers, Try eliing the Warren
commniigsion {o the next man

- you meet in a bar whostells -

you about the CIA and John
Kennedy. “Oh” he will
smile, knowingly “the War-
ren commnssion. That’s the

cover story,” '




